
 
Frequently Asked Questions for Students 

 
You have questions...we have answers. Please check out the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
listed below to help you better understand our virtual learning expectations and experiences.  Also, 
we’ve tried to answer some other nuts-and-bolts type questions you may have. 
 
VIRTUAL LEARNING FAQs:  
 
What does synchronous or asynchronous learning mean? 
Synchronous learning happens learning that happens in real-time. You will be together with your teacher online 
on a platform like Zoom.  Asynchronous learning is online learning that does not happen in real-time, like a 
teacher posting an assignment in the classroom for you to complete at any time during the day. 
 
How often will synchronous or asynchronous learning be happening while we are attending virtual 
school? 
Dr. Cronin suggested to faculty to find a balance between both approaches within our classroom. Teachers 
spent Monday, March 16 and Thursday, March 17 participating in professional development to learn different 
ways to approach online learning.  Please understand that some teachers may be more comfortable with one 
type of teaching and learning over another and others may be willing to try all different kinds of approaches. 
Please note the following guidelines regarding synchronous learning were put into place to better support 
students: 

● Students' whose time zone puts synchronous meetings outside of the 8am-5pm school day should be 
afforded wide latitude and alternative options. 

● Families with more children than devices may need the same accommodation.  
● Childcare, family illness, work stress, and wireless capacity are also considerations that merit 

alternative options.  

We ask that you communicate with your teacher, advisor or class dean if you are having difficulties meeting the 
expectations in a specific class.  

 
How are we handling assessment and grading?  
The reality is that the same standards and approaches to grading that we have used in the past may not work 
in this online environment.  Virtual environments better lend themselves to formative assessment and projects 
than to content heavy summative quizzes and tests. Please be prepared to be assessed differently than you 
may be used to in certain classes.  These might include reflections, pictures of problem sets, short papers and 
more. 
 
Please remember that our honor code is still in effect - please remember to do your own work! And, 
Powerschool is open so you will be able to see your grades in real-time. 
 
What if I want to drop a class during the spring term? 
We will work through the same process as we do when we are in our traditional school environment.  Please 
speak first to the teacher of the class to see if dropping is appropriate (perhaps some adjustments need to be 
made to the learning environment), your advisor and/or your class dean.  

● Monday, March 23 - last day to ADD a spring term elective (like switching an English elective) 
● Wednesday, April 22- last day to drop a spring term elective without transcript penalty 



 
How can I be prepared for virtual learning? 

● Find a space where you have your textbooks, writing utensils, calculator and other things you might 
need. 

● Download the google classroom app onto your phone. You may also want google docs, slides, and 
drive on your phone 

● Bookmark commonly used websites (including google classroom) on your computer. 
● Look over the schedule for each day the night before or post it in your house. 
● Check into the google classroom at the beginning of your scheduled class meeting and follow the 

instructions there. 
 
How do I participate in virtual learning? 

● It’s actually the same - be present in your classes by doing your work and, when you are in a virtual 
classroom, participate. We all want to stay connected and your voice is important. 

● Be flexible - we are all learning this together and some days might be more challenging than others. 
● In the words of W. B. Yeats, “Education is not the filling of a pail but the lighting  of a fire.” This platform 

will allow you the time and space to fan the flames of that fire - enjoy it!  
● Also, we ask that you use technology safely and that you respect the thoughts and privacy of others 

while online. The Sem Code of Conduct and Honor Code are good guides for online interactions and 
online work; please remind yourself of these if need be. 

 
What do I do if I am struggling? 

● Remember that your support system is still here! Connect with your advisor, class dean, or Mrs. Lewis 
through email. We will schedule a chat through google meetup or Zoom. 

● Time differences or internet connectivity? Let your teachers know with an email and together, you can 
develop a system to check-in at another time or another way. 

 
VIRTUAL DAILY LIFE FAQs: 
 
Will daily attendance be taken?  
For now, we are focusing on student engagement as opposed to taking daily attendance.  If teachers have 
concerns at the end of the week, they will reach out to the appropriate class and we will follow up with you 
and/or your family.  As an adult community, we want to support you as best we can so please reach out if you 
are struggling. 
 
What will happen during non-teaching times in the schedule?  
We STRONGLY encourage you to unplug from devices when appropriate and take breaks when the schedule 
and asynchronous learning opportunities make that possible.  Get outside and go for a walk or a run, read a 
book, or just have a conversation with a live human!  
 
Will social-personal counseling be available during this time?  
Mrs. Lewis is available for counseling sessions. Please reference her recent email for more detailed 
information. Here are the basics: 

● Phone: 570-270-2185 is office number and will forward to her cell.  There are shortcomings to phone 
counseling, primarily that there is a chance for increased misunderstandings due to the lack of visual 
cues and my inability to read body language over the phone.  She will increase my clarifying questions 
in an attempt to mitigate that, but wanted you to know. 



● Email: clewis@wyomingseminary.org.  This week, please email me if you would like to schedule an 
appointment.  

● Appointments and Office Hours: You will be able schedule appointments using my calendly link 
starting next week.  If you need an appointment this week, please email a request with your open 
times.  

 
VIRTUAL GRADUATION REQUIREMENT FAQs: 
 
What should I do about my spring PE requirement? 
The Physical Education (PE) requirement is waived for all students who did not participate in a PE-approved 
activity yet this year.  However, we STRONGLY encourage you to continue to find ways to get exercise of 
some variety!  Fresh air and exercise are important pieces of staying mentally and emotionally well during this 
time period.  Caution - please continue to follow federal, state and local guidelines for what is allowed outdoors 
in your area.  
 
What about my community service graduation requirement? 
For graduating seniors and postgraduates, the community service graduation requirement is waived.  In other 
words, if you have not yet met your minimum hours required, you do not need to worry as it will not jeopardize 
your ability to graduate.  You are welcome to submit hours to Mrs. Kersey as she will continue to track your 
progress, but you will not be penalized if you do not meet our minimum graduation requirement. Also, see note 
below about online community service opportunities. 
 
For juniors, sophomores and freshmen, we understand that your efforts to fully engage in your broader 
community are limited by restrictions put in place to mitigate the spread of COVID-19.  With that in mind and 
for students who are interested, we recommend looking for opportunities to continue to service your community 
through online means.  The Class Deans have a collection of online opportunities. Please email your class 
dean for suggestions.  
 
What should I do about my Winter Term incomplete courses? 
If they have not already, your teacher or class dean will be in touch to provide options to finalize your grade in 
the course. 
 
RESIDENTIAL LIFE FAQs: 
 
My stuff is still in my dormitory room. What should I do? 
For now, we ask that you remain out of the dormitories as campus is closed.  If you are in need of a specific 
item or two, please email Ms. Heerschap, Mr. Edwards or your dorm head and they can work on getting the 
items to you.  
 
Once we have a more clear idea of what lies ahead for the remainder of the year, we will provide more detailed 
information. 
 
I had a package sent to Wyoming Seminary.  How do I now get it shipped to me? 
With campus closing down, the mailroom will have limited hours of operation.  That being said, the business 
office will establish a schedule for when Mr. Kupstas is in the mailroom to forward packages/mail that have 
arrived for you on campus.  Please let Ms. Heerschap know the address you would like the package to be sent 
to when we are able to do it. 
 



My travel plans have changed since the campus closed.  Do I need to let the school know where I am? 
Yes, we would like to stay informed about your whereabouts, particularly international students. To ensure that 
you are fully connected and engaged, it is helpful for us to know if your travel plans or housing changes.  You 
can email Mr. Morris, Ms. Heerschap, Mr. Edwards, or your class dean to inform us of your changing plans.  
 


